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(54) Carrier bag 

(57) A carrier bag of plastics sheet material has at least one side part (2. 3) provided on its outside with a pocket (10) into 
which an advertising leaflet or other publicity material may be inserted. The pocket may be made of transparent material, 
or may have a window (18) through which the leaflet or other material may be viewed. Alternatively the openings to the 
podcet may stop short of the adjacent edge of the bag so that a portion of the leaflet or publicity material projecting from the 
pocket Is visible. 
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Agents' Reference; P4804GB-H/JCC/ac 
DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION 
Titlei "Carrier Bag" 

THIS INVENTION relates to a carrier bag, for example for 
carrying shopping. 

Disposable carrier bags of various constructions 
are known. Such bags, for example, are commonly given 
away to customers in shops so that they can carry their 
shopping. 

Since the outs ides of such carrier bags are relat- 
ively large they are often used as a publicity support and 
are provided with printed advertisements relating to a 
specific shop or specific goods. 

Since the costs of such carrier bags are required to 
be low - particularly if they are given to customers free 
of charge - and this requirement can be met only if 
relatively large quantities are purchased, carrier bags 
have not hitherto been suitable as publicity supports for 
special offers available for Just short periods and the 
like, since a print indicating a given period would be too 
expensive, and it has been found that in such cases, inter 
alia, a considerable stock of carrier bags often remains 
which cannot be re-used after the promotion is finished. 
Furthermore, there are special publicity requirements for 
special offers or the like. It has also been found that 
the outsides of the side parts of such carrier bags are 
admittedly suitable for relatively short advertising 
slogans and the like but not for more extensive customer 
information. Such details are advantageously given to 
customers in the form of advertising leaflets, brochures 



or the like, particularly since ordinary carrier bags are 
discarded after use so that more, detailed information of 
this kind is lost. On the other hand, however, it has 
been found that publicity leaflets, brochures, or the like 
inserted in carrier bags of this kind bend inter alia due 
to the goods put in the carrier bag, or become illegible 
due to dirt, so that they are then also ignored and thrown 
away by customers. 

The object of this invention is to improve the 
publicity opportunities of carrier bags of the kind 
referred to hereinbefore particularly so that more exten- 
sive advertising information or the like can be communi- 
cated to customers in advantageous form. 

According to the invention, there is provided a 
carrier bag having, on the outside thereof, a pocket 
adapted to receive an advertising leaflet or the like 
publicity material so as to render at least part of the 
leaflet or other publicity material visible from the 
exterior of the bag. 

A carrier bag embodying the invention may be in the 
form of a shopping bag consisting of at least two 
identical side parts made from a material in web form and 
interconnected at their two side edges and at their bottom 
edge, eaoh having a handle at the top edge portion, the 
outside of at least one of said side parts being provided 
with said pocket, such pocket partially covering the 
outside of the respective side part. 

If the carrier bag does not consist of just two 
( inter alia rectangular) portions of material in web form 
which form the side parts, but in addition has two ends 
disposed between the two side parts and, possibly, a base 
part, a fitted pocket can (additionally if required) be 
provided on the outside of one of the end walls. 



A pocket provided according to the invention is 
intended and is suitable particularly for receiving a 
publicity leaflet or a publicity brochure and preferably 
consists of a flat portion of a material in web form 
which, without separate folds, is connected, at its two 
side edges and at its bottom edge, to the associated side 
part or the associated end, e.g. by sticking, welding, 
stitching or the like, although, of course, a folded 
pocket can be provided. A flat pocket which is very 
simple and accordingly cheap to make is, however, quite 
sufficient to receive such publicity material inter alia. 

It has been found very advantageous if the pocket 
does not extend over the entire outside of a side part or 
an end, but only over at least two-thirds of the side part 
or end, a pocket of this kind preferably being disposed in 
the bottom area of the associated side part or associated 
end . 

If the publicity material to be put into the pocket 
is required not only to be visible at its top edge 
projecting upwardly from the pocket, but also to give an 
advertising message when it is inserted in the pocket, the 
pocket may have an opening between its top edge and its 
bottom edge. An opening of this kind may be made in the- 
form of a window and accordingly end at a distance from 
its side edges. Alternatively, an opening of this kind 
can extend over the entire width of the pocket, so that a 
pocket is left only in the bottom portion while the top 
portion thus forms simply a transverse retaining strip. 
The pocket can for the same purpose be provided without an 
opening and consist of a transparent material, more 
particularly a sheet of plastics, and of course with a 
construction of this kind an opening may be provided. 



Embodiments of the invention are described below by 
of example with reference to the accompanying drawings 



wherein: 



FIGURE 1 is a side elevation of a very simple 
carrier bag embodying the invention and consisting of just 
two side parts, one of which is provided with a fitted 
pocket, as viewed in the direction of arrow I in Figure 2; 

FIGURE 2 is a central section through the carrier 
bag shown in Figure 1 in the direction of the sectional 
line II-Hi 

FIGURE 3 is a perspective view of a variant of a 
carrier bag embodying the invention having not only the 
two side parts but also end parts and a base part and 
handles of different construction, the pocket provided at 
the outside of a side part having an opening in the form 
of a window, and 

FIGURE ^ is a variant of similar construction to 
Figure 3 in side elevation of one end provided with a 
pocket. 

Figures 1 and 2 show a carrier bag having the 
general reference 1 and constructed as an ordinary 
shopping bag, consisting of two identical rectangular side 
parts 2 and 3 made from a material in web form, the 
material being relatively high tearing strength plastics 
sheeting. The two side parts 2, 3 are welded together at 
their two side edges * and 5 and at their bottom edge 6, 
while the top edge 7 of the side part 2 is not connected to 
the top edge 8 of the side part 3- A handle 9 is formed in 
each of the two side parts 2, 3 and consists of a punched- 
out opening. 

As will be apparent from the drawing, the outside of 
the side part 2 is provided with a fitted pocket 10 which 
covers approximately two-thirds of the outside of the side 
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part 2 and is disposed in the bottom zone thereof. In 
this exemplified embodiment, the pocket 10 consists of a 
transparent plastics sheet welded to the side part 2 at 
its side edges 11. 11' and at its bottom edge 12. A 
5 publicity leaflet 13 is provided in the pocket 10 and can 
be read from outside because of the transparent con- 
struction of the pocket 10. A multi-page publicity 
brochure 13' is also disposed in the pocket 10 between the 
publicity leaflet 13 and the outside of the side part 2. 

50 Figure 3 illustrates a variant of a carrier bag 1 

which in addition to the side parts 2 and 3 comprises two 
inwardly foldabie ends 14 and 15 and a bottom part 16. In 
this construction the two handles 9' are constructed as 

15 inverted-0 strips, the free end portions 17 of which are 
fixed to the side parts 2 and 3- In the carrier bag shown 
in Figure 3, the pocket 10 consists of a non-transparent 
plastics sheeting material and has a window-like opening 
18. 

The carrier bag 1 shown in Figure 4 is similar to 
the construction shown in Figure 3, one end 14 being 
provided with a pocket 10. Between its bottom edge and 
its top edge 19 this pocket 10 has an opening which 
extends over the entire width of the pocket 10 so that the 
top portion of the pocket 10 forms a retaining strip ,10 
for a leaflet or the like the lower part of which is 
received in the lower portion of the pocket. 

It will be appreciated that in some cases the pocket 
tt ay be opaque and yet have no window, with the publicity 
leaflet or the like being dimensioned so as to project 
from the upper edge of the pocket with only the projecting 
portion of the leaflet being visible, the pocket, at its 
open upper edge, as in the other embodiments, stopping 
short of the upper edge of the bag. 
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CLAIMS 



1. A carrier bag having, on the outside thereof, a 
pocket adapted to receive an advertising leaflet or the 
like publicity material so as to render at least part of 
the leaflet or other publicity material visible from the 
exterior of the bag. 

2. A carrier bag in the form of a shopping bag 
consisting of at least two identical side parts made from 
a material in web form and interconnected at their two 
side edges and at their bottom edge, each having a handle 
at the top edge portion, in which the outside of at least 
one side part is provided with a fitted pocket made of a 
material in web form, such pocket partially covering the 
outside. 

3. A carrier bag according to claim 2 having ends each 
extending between the two side parts and in which the 
outside of at least one end is provided with a fitted 
pocket. 

H. A carrier bag according to claim 2 or 3, in which 
the pocket consists of a flat portion of a material in web 
form, which at its two side edges and at its bottom edge 
is connected to the associated side part or end. 

5. A carrier bag according to any of claims 2 to 4, in 
which the pocket is disposed in the bottom zone of the 
associated side part or end. 

6. A carrier bag according to any of claims 2 to 5 in 
which at least two-thirds of the outside of the associated 
side part or end is covered by the pocket. 
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7 A carrier bag according to one or more of the 
preceding claims, in which the pocket has an opening 
between its top edge and its bottom edge. 

8 A carrier bag according to claim 7, in which the 
opening is in the form of a window and ends at a distance 
from the side edges of the pocket. 

9 A carrier bag according to claim 7, in which the 
opening extends over the entire width of the bag. 

10. A carrier bag according to one or more of the 
preceding claims, in which the bag consists at least 
partially of a sheet of transparent plastic. 

11 A carrier bag according to any of claims 2 to 9, in 
which the side parts and, if required, the ends and the 
base parts and the pocket consist of plastics sheeting. 

20 12. A carrier bag substantially as hereinbefore des- 
cribed with reference to, and as shown in, Figures 1 and 2 
of the accompanying drawings. 

13 A carrier bag substantially as hereinbefore des- 
25 cribed with reference to, and as shown in, Figure 3 of the 
accompanying drawings* 

1H. A carrier bag substantially as hereinbefore des- 
cribed with reference to, and as shown in, Figure 4 of the 
30 accompanying drawings. 

15. Any novel feature or combination of features des- 
cribed herein. 
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